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 we acknowledge the improvements re-

cently made. 

 

QPASTT has had a number of staff 

changes over the last 6 months, with  three 

staff on or about to go on maternity leave, 

and one staff member on leave without pay 

while working in a refugee camp in PNG. In 

addition Forrest James, Clinical Services 

Manager, Kathryn Rendell, Training Coor-

dinator and Wilson Oyat, Toowoomba 

Youth Worker have resigned. We would 

like to acknowledge their contributions to 

QPASTT and wish them all the best in their 

future endeavors. We would  also like to 

welcome the new staff featured on pages 

10 and 11 of this Newsletter.  We look for-

ward to working with them and hope they 

enjoy their time at QPASTT. 

 

  Tracy Worrall 

 

                                            

Queensland Program of Assistance to  

Survivors of Torture & Trauma Inc. 

From the Director s Desk 
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Welcome to the first edition of 

QPASTT s Newsletter for 2009. I hope 

that the year has commenced well for 

everyone and that 2009 proves safe and 

peaceful.  

 

QPASTT would like to congratulate the 

Australian Government and the Minister 

for Immigration and Citizenship, Senator 

Chris Evans, on the  changes to Austra-

lia s Immigration and Detention pro-

gram that have occurred over the last 18 

months. While QPASTT will continue to 

advocate for  asylum seekers to be wel-

comed to and housed on the mainland 

while having their claims processed,  

 QPASTT YOUTH Holiday Program 

16 April 09 --10:00am-3:30pm Indoor Rock Climbing 

Please call Nicole, Stevee, Kristen or Mark  

on 3391 6677 

Nat. Human Rights  

Consultations 

15 

QPASTT Training 16 



 

Q 
PASTT held its  

13
th

 annual gen-

eral meeting 

(AGM) on 24 No-

vember 2008  at 

50 Shottery St.  

Yeronga. In attendance was 

Nicole Johnston, (Councillor for 

Tennyson), Bobby Whitfield 

President of the Queensland Afri-

can Communities Council, com-

munity leaders, representatives 

from funding agencies, clients  & 

their families and staff & families. 

It was a well attended meeting 

with over 65 registrants.  

Sometimes AGMs  are just one of 

those office events that  staff would  

like to just  ñcome to passò and ñget 

over withò, however at QPASTT 

AGMs are something that staff  

enjoy being  part of.  On the two 

occasions that I have attended, I 

can  surmise  two  reasons why 

this is the case. Firstly,                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                              

the event gives people with the 

same  passion and work philoso-

phy, the opportunity  to get to-

gether in a relaxed  atmosphere 

to network, exchange ideas,  vali-

date the importance of each oth-

ersô  work, role and contribution, 

update each other on state-of-the 

art, policies and developments 

related to refugee issues, forge 

stronger partnerships & friend-

ships and sometimes even give 

each other a pat on the back for  

work well done. The second rea-

son would have to be the 

ñsurpriseò  entertainment that  our 

very talented staff and clients 

prepare,  leaving  the audience 

lighthearted and pleased. Com-

pleting the  night as always, is the 

delicious food  served,  This year, 

we savored Afghani cuisine. 

The Election 

The AGM is divided into  two 

parts: the formal meeting where 

all reports are presented and  the  

conduct of election  for vacant 

positions  2. all agenda outside 

the formal meeting. 
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QPASTTôs 13th AGM 
by Helen Refalda-Lacson 

Azeb Mussie welcomes  members and guests   to the 13th OPASTT AGM 
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The meeting  began with  a wel-

come song from our resident na-

turopath, Bronwynne Jettoo and 

her mother, Priscilla Jetto who 

sang ñCome Now Mother ñ in 

acapella. It was a poignant rendi-

tion of a song which celebrates   

love for a mother.  

This was followed by an  ac-

knowledgement of traditional 

owners of the land on which 

QPASTT resides by  our Presi-

dent, Keithia Wilson, who then 

welcomed people to the meeting .    

The Reports 

The President, Director and 

Treasurer  presented their reports  

 Keithia pointed out that  

2007/2008 ñwas a year of consoli-

dation for QPASTT. It was 

marked by a focus on continuous 

provision of strong support and 

needed services, bedding down 

new programs and services in-

cluding the outreach office in 

Toowoomba, improving further  

services particularly those di-

rected at families, parents & com-

munities.ò Keithia also said that 

2007/2008  was a year of many 

changes including changes to 

immigration policies which have 

signaled a move to a more hu-

mane and fair approach to deten-

tion and immigration. 

Mother and daughter s duet  of Come Now Mother 

Keithia  thanked  all QPASTT staff  

ñfor their hard work and commitment, 

the Community Representatives on 

the management committee who help 

QPASTT remain connected to the 

issues impacting on people from refu-

gee backgroundsò.  She also thanked 

the members of the communities  

which work with QPASTT. She saidò 

we appreciate the involvement of 

community leaders and members in 

our service. Without their participa-

tion in the design of our services we 

would not be able to be as effective.ò 

Tracy Worrall, QPASTT Director, pre-

sented the  accomplishments of the 

year  passed  and the challenges of 

the year ahead. Among many issues 

underscored was QPASTTôs commit-

ment to promoting human rights and 

advocating for the elimination of tor-

ture.  She said,ò Our work with survi-

vors strongly reinforces why all forms 

of torture and other cruel, inhumane 

and degrading treatments must be 

prohibited by all governments.ò 

 QPASTT Treasurer,  Luis Melgar, 

presented the Audited Financial Re-

port  for the year ending 30 June 

2008.  

After the reports, the election took  

place with the officers and mem-

bers of the 2008  Management 

Committee  confirmed as:  

President: Keithia Wilson, Treas-

urer: Luis Melgar, Committee 

Members: Margo Cauldrey, Roz 

Azizi, Lyndall Kleinschmidt, Abel 

Sibonio, Iona Valent, Ani Lozang 

Thubten. 

After the formal ceremonies were 

over, the entertainment com-

menced. Margaret Kokere, a par-

ticipant  in QPASTTôs Parenting  

Workshops,  had a captive audi-

ence when she delivered her testi-

mony.  She said the workshops she 

attended helped  her become a bet-

ter mother. When  disciplining her 

children now she realises that ex-

plaining things in a  calm and firm 

voice does get results. She has 

gained confidence in dealing with 

people from different backgrounds 

and is excited about the many 

beautiful changes  that are happen-

ing with her children. Whenever she 

tells  them that theyôre going to 

QPASTT, they are eager and ready 

to go. Margaret said that she and 

the other parents  appreciate  ar-

rangements QPASTT puts in place 

Keithia Wilson, QPASTT President 



so their children  can accompany 

them. In closing, Margaret showed 

the audience  ñbeforeò and ñafterò 

pictures of her family, drawing eve-

rybodyôs attention to the  marked  

improvement in  their relationship  

as evidenced in the bright and 

happy  countenance in the ñafterò 

picture. 

Dance & Song numbers 

O 
ur Toowoomba 

branch contributed to 

the big event with 

Jenny Withnall,  

Toowoomba Coordinator organis-

ing the ñSafari  girlsò debut  ap-

pearance in Yeronga. The girls 

were charming  in their costume, 

as they perform a traditional Suda-

nese dance.   

Some QPASTT staff with friends 

then performed a song and dance 

number  entitled Masheen  Fi Al 

Samaò in Arabic  or  ñ Heaven 

Knows  Where We  Are Goingò in 

English.  

The big surprise of the night was 

the fire twirling  exhibition by  our 

Clinical Services Manager Forrest 

James. With two lighted batons, 

Forrest displayed his dexterity in 

twirling fire lit batons to the  drum 

beats of  Sam Anywar. Overall, the 

13th AGM was an achievement on 

its own,  a beautiful night indeed. 
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The Safari Girls of Toowoomba 

 

Margaret while delivering her testimony  & with her children 

The African Community reps  singing Masheen Fi Al  Sama 

QPASTT Advocate 

Forrest James  



 

E 
veryone gathered at the  QPASTT 

building on the 22
nd

 of January,  Tues-

day morning, ready and anticipating the 

trip to the Sunshine Coast.  We were  to 

spend the next two nights  there relaxing but most 

importantly, immersing ourselves in  team-building 

activities,  learning ways to become a better leader 

at school and within our  communities. 

 

After one and  a half hours of bus drive, we arrived 

at our destination - a camp site close to the bush.  

The first agenda of the day was to listen to the 

camp policies and instructions.   Among others, we 

were given instructions on how to operate the 

cooking equipment.  Afterwards,  everyone started 

to set up their own tents. It was a challenge ini-

tially, but we helped each other and managed to 

set everyoneôs tent    correctly and efficiently. 

Within the  next two days, everyone had adjusted 

and had become comfortable with each other and 

with the place. We had many building activities.  

Faced with  one challenge to another, everyone 

started to improve their teamwork skills .  As 

such we ended up , collaborating more, complet-

ing  assigned tasks  quicker than if we had to do 

them individually. 

 

We also had fun activities  in the camp. We 

played ñ Radio Rogaine ó which involved looking 

on a map and reporting your location to a person 

in the campsite. We used two-way radios to com-

municate with each other. 

 

Overall the QPASTT camp was a good experi-

ence. I  learned skills that I  believe I will be able 

to  apply in everyday life and in future campé 

                                       

                                                 

Senior Leadership Training 

            by Ghandi Abbas 
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Back Row: Nicole Harb (Staff), 
Stevee Kuskopf (Staff), Abdi Yusuf 
(Staff), Daniel Deng, Zak Jerima, 
David Anei, Sami Abbas. F 
 
Front Row: Chela Goj (Staff), Ghandi 
Abbas, Achay Anguik, Richard Anei, 
Emmanuel Wani, Muhieldin Adam 

 
 

Learning to stay safe  in 
surf. 
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Who is a 

refugee? 

A refugee is  any person 

who owing to a well founded  

fear of being persecuted for 

reasons of race, religion, 

nationality, membership of a 

particular social group or 

political opinion, is outside the 

country of his/her nationality 

and is unable, or owing to such 

fear, is unwilling to avail 

himself/herself of the 

protection of that country.- 

1951 Convention Relating to 

the Status of  Refugees 

J 
anuary 2009 was definitely a month to remember for the QPASTT Youth Team. Amidst the 

busy schedule was a wonderful 3 day training in Digital Story Telling  for young people 18-

24yrs of age. Digital Stories  are short (2-3min) personal, self reflective, multimedia tales ex-

pressed from the heart. Participantôs personal stories are recorded in their own voice and 

then  teamed up with personal photos (old and new), pictures, paintings and drawings that 

relate to the story. The voice recording, images and music is then edited on the computer to 

create the finished product, the Digital Story. The end result, included  inspiring  stories of life be-

fore coming to Australia, the journey to Australia, settlement in a new country and a very important 

18th Birthday. Words cannot describe the power within the voices and images of the  digital stories.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

   

 

 

 

 

                                                                                                             

Life in a Digital Story 

by Stevee Kuskopf 

Zita (participant) and Zoe (facilitator) looking for the perfect  

photo. 

Azer (interpreter) and Fariba (participant) sharing stories. 




